


Introduction

The idea for a new cross started when we where planning the refurbishment of our chapel.

We thought that it would be an opportunity to create a new cross. With others | had shared my

longing to have a cross that not only shows the crucifixion but also points to the resurrection.

It was through sharing with others that the design was made. | love the text of Saint Paul to the
Philippians where he says that Jesus emptied himself. Jesus gave everything; he became transpar-
ent so that Godoés | ife and  |"0oVvie « Coi s
was reflecting on Jesus6 passi on.

Discussing this design with the community, we decided not to use it for the chapel. In the chapel is

a beautiful traditional crucifix that has been used on the missions of the Passionists and as such has
many memories attached to it. The cross in the North Park however was deteriorating rapidly and
needed replacement. The next step was to find people who could make it. Because the figure of

Jesus is cut out, it makes the construction very weak and hard to make. A friend brought me in

contact with Bob and Janice English. Bob has a background in steelwork and is now making beauti-
ful art with wood. He said the [ amousy;” WO SRS
and generously offered his time and work for free. AT ks N
He also knew a glass artist to make the glass: R gt I
Rena Holford. She responded with the same generosity.

It was a start of a beautiful community project,
where more and more people got involved.

It didnot mattermuiP - one whs g
putting the old bricks back, designing the cross, % ¥~ 77~
- cutting theswe aking the glass: It was all equally importafs
|t hasnot be®#d. al ways easy, Bob burnt hjmself
the physical work was sometiffies backbreaking and | think we all have been awake at night worry-
ing about the construction,.the-costs and the glass. But we realised that we were makingj a Cross,
™ at oOosufferingd i See-b-Setoieaenf SNt I hrave f-oundi
tary work would say to me: At hank you, . have

helped to make the cross and have supported us with-th€ir interest and prayers.

The beauty of this cross is thanks to the people who freely gave something of themselves and in
that way it reflects something of their beauty.
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I hope that this new cross will speak to'people in a-universal.language, the Ianguage of the heart and
language of hope. That it may speak of Jesus who loved the werld so much'that he “emptied-himself
to give life to the full: That.the cross-may be an invitation to follow Jesus example to give generously

and-tovingly, creating together a more beautiful and better world.
: g y - L'ya Volleying
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Stages of the Cross




